
The Gospel Study Guide 
 
1) The Gospel of Jesus 
 
2) The Life of Jesus 
 
3) The Death and Resurrection of Jesus 
 
4) The Promise of Jesus 
 
5) The Response to Jesus 
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Introduction: “The Gospel of Jesus” 

 
Key Texts = Acts 2 and John 1 
 
Background Information: 

-Day of Pentecost = Jewish pilgrim feast celebrating the anniversary of the  
 giving of the Mosaic Law at Mount Sinai (Acts 2:1) 

-The Holy Spirit is poured out on the Apostles (Acts 2:2-13) 
-Peter explains the significance of what is happening (Acts 2:14-21) 
-Peter then preaches the very first “gospel” message about Jesus… 

(Note: the word, “gospel” means: “good news”.) 
 
I. Jesus, the Man (Acts 2:22-35) 

A. The Life of Jesus (Acts 2:22) 
 

B. The Death of Jesus (Acts 2:23) 
 

C. The Resurrection of Jesus (Acts 2:24-35) 
 
II. Jesus, the Plan (Acts 2:36-41) 

D. The Lordship of Jesus (Acts 2:36) 
 

E. The Promise of Jesus (Acts 2:38-39) 
 

F. The Response to Jesus (Acts 2:36-41) 
 
III. Jesus, the Son of God (John 1:1-18) 

A. Jesus is Eternal (John 1:1-5) 
 

B. Jesus is Announced (John 1:6-13) 
 

C. Jesus brings Grace and Truth (John 1:14-17) 
 

D. Jesus Makes God Known (John 1:18) 
 
Close 

A. God can be known through Jesus. 
B. Jesus can be known through his written word (John 20:30-31). 
C. The book of John is all about who Jesus is and therefore who God is. 
D. Recommend: read through the book of John to learn more about Jesus. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The Life of Jesus 
 
Purpose:  To establish the reason for God sending his Son and to provide an 
introduction to the person, the miracles and the claims of Jesus. 
 
I.  The Savior is coming. 
 
Isaiah 53:1-12   The Savior (Messiah) is coming!  (750 BC) 
 

a. despised and rejected 
b. pierced for our transgressions 
c. by his wounds we will be healed, brought back to God 
d. like a lamb when oppressed 
e. he will bear sins and justify many 

 
Zechariah 9:9  The Savior (Messiah) is coming to Jerusalem!  (520 BC) 
 

a. bringing salvation 
b. righteous and gentle 

c.   riding on a donkey  
 
II.  The Savior is here. 
 
John 6:1-15  The Miracle.  What does this tell us about Jesus? 
 
John 6:30-40  The Claim.  What does Jesus claim about himself and how does he 
validate his claim? 
 
John 8:1-11  What do we learn about Jesus from this scene? 
 
John 11:1-44  The Miracle.  What does this imply about Jesus and about us? 
 
John 11:25  The Claim.  What does Jesus claim about himself and how does he back 
up his claim? 
 
John 11:45-53  Two responses. 
 
John 14:1-7  What is Jesus claiming about himself in this scripture? 
 
John 20:30  Jesus did many other things like these. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
The Death and Resurrection of Jesus 

 
Key Text: John 18:28 – 20:31 
 
Introduction:  1 Peter 2:23-25 Why did Jesus die? 
I.  Jesus’ Death 

A. Scourging  (John 18:28-19:16) 
1) Victim was stripped naked; hands were tied above his head to a post. 
2) Two “lictors” (those inflicting the punishment) alternately whipped the victim until 

appropriate punishment or death had occurred under the supervision of a 
Centurion. 

3) Scourges were whips made of leather thongs with balls of lead or bone tied into 
the leather thongs. 

B. Crucifixion (John 19:16-37) 
1) Victim carried the crossbeam to the place of execution. 
2) Victim stripped of clothing, thrown back onto the cross beam and nailed through 

the wrists. 
3) Crossbeam lifted onto the stake and feet nailed to the stake. 
4) Hours of terrible pain to keep the breathing process going until exhaustion or 

dehydration or whatever other factor caused the victim to die. 
C. Burial  (John 19:38-42) 

1) Jewish burial customs were very important.  Body was washed and carefully 
prepared. 

2) Three linen strips were used to wrap the body. Myrrh and aloes (gooey and 
sweet smelling substance) were spread between the strips of linen to stick it all 
together.  Linen strip #1 was wrapped from one foot to the waist.  Linen strip #2 
was wrapped from the other foot to the waist.  Linen strip #3 was wrapped from 
the shoulders around crossed arms to the waist.  A separate cloth was placed 
over the head. 

3) The body was placed in the tomb.  
II.  Jesus’ Resurrection 

A.  Proof  (John 20:1-9) 
1) Empty Tomb – natural or supernatural? 
2) Eyewitness account - actual event or lie? (John 19:35) 

B.  Eyewitness Evidence (John 20:10-29) 
III. Importance of the Resurrection (John 20:30, 31) 

A.  Proving who Jesus is 
1) Christ = Messiah = Anointed One 

a. Prophets anointed to announce God’s judgment and salvation 
b. Priests anointed to bring God’s salvation to the people 
c. Kings anointed to bring God’s salvation through their leadership 



d. Jesus is the Christ (all three in one) - Prophet, Priest and King. 
2) Son of God – more than human (Romans 1:1-5) 

B.  Belief in Jesus leads to eternal life 
C.  Accountability for our choices (Acts 17:29-31) 

Close:  Romans 8:31-39 
A.  God’s Grace 
B.  What more could God do to show his love for us? 

 
 

The Promise of Jesus 
 
Key Text: Acts 2:38-41 
 
I. The Promise  

A. If you: 
1. Repent  
2. Baptized into Christ 

     Then: 
1. Sins are forgiven  
2. Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit 

 
B. This is “the promise” referred to in verse 39. 

 
C. This promise is issued to every generation (verse 39), including ours. 

 
II. The Forgiveness of Sins 

A. Acts 3:19-20  Sins wiped out 
 

B. Colossians 1:21-23  The extent of our forgiveness because of Jesus  
 

C. Ephesians 2:1-10  Saved by grace, not by works  
 
III. The Gift of the Holy Spirit 

A. Titus 3:3-8  Salvation is the work of the Holy Spirit, not of man  
 

B. Ephesians 1:13-14  Holy Spirit is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance  
 

C. Romans 8:9-17  Living by the Spirit  
 
IV. The Family of God 
            A. Acts 2:40-41  Another promise: added to the Lord’s church  
 

B. 1 Corinthians 12:12-13  Baptism simultaneously puts us in a new relationship 
with God, as our adopted Father, and other Christians as our new, adopted 
family  

 
C. Ephesians 2:18-19  Members of God’s household, God’s family, the 
church  



 
Close 

A. Review the promise in Acts 2:38-41. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Response to Jesus 
 
Key Text:  Acts 2:36-41 
 
The preaching of the gospel was meant to bring about a response.  It was meant to 
change people’s lives. 
 
I. Faith: Changed Thinking (Acts 2:36-37). 
A.   Acts 2:22-24   Jesus is who he claimed to be.  He was killed because of our sins, he 

was resurrected from the dead. 
B.   Acts 2:36   Jesus is both Lord (master) and Christ (Savior). In accepting this they 

changed their standard of truth and who determines that truth. 
C.   Hebrews 11:1   Faith is more than knowing facts, it is about trusting those facts in 

deciding the course of our lives (James 2:14-25). 
 
II. Repentance: A Changed Life – no longer live to please self but to please God  (Acts 

2:38, 42-47). 
A. Acts 26:20  Turning from our self-determined lives to ones that strive to 

please God.  
B.   Galatians 5:19-26   Living for ourselves is contrasted with striving to  
       please God. 

C.  Genesis 6:5-13  Repentance comes from taking responsibility for the  
       pain our sins cause God. 

D.  2 Corinthians 7:8-11  Godly sorrow –vs- worldly sorrow 
 
III. Baptism: A Changed Relationship – separated from God to being united with Him 

in Christ (Acts 2:38-41).  
A.   Ishaiah 59:1-2   Our sin separates us from God.  

B. Acts 2:38-41  
1. our sins are forgiven 
2. receive the indwelling of the Holy Spirit  
3. added to God’s Church 

C. Romans 6:1-8  
1. die with Christ to the old life of sin 
2. resurrected to a new life with Christ  

D.Galatians 3:26-29  Baptism is adoption into the family of God.  It is also 
analogous to a marriage ceremony.  It is when we are joined with Christ.  In fact the 
marriage relationship is often alluded to in describing the relationship of God’s people 
with Jesus (Ephesians 5:23, 29, 31-32; Revelation 19:7; 21:2, 9; 22:17). 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Lordship of Jesus 
 
Jesus calls all of us to follow him and to make him Lord of our life. 
 
1.  Acts 2:36.  Jesus is Lord (Master) and Christ (Savior).  You cannot have one without 
the other. 
 
The Greek word for Lord used here means master.  It was most commonly used to refer 

to the lordship of slave masters over slaves.  Those who accept that Jesus is 
their Lord are accepting that he is the ruler over their lives—that he has ultimate 
control over their time, possessions, decisions and so forth. 

 
2.  Romans 10:8-13.  Anyone who comes to Jesus to be saved must make him Lord of 
their whole life. 
 
3.  Luke 9:21-27.  Following Jesus and making him Lord means denying of self. 
 
4.  Luke 14:25-35.  Counting the cost of making Jesus Lord. 
 

Examples: 
 

a. Mark 1:16-18.  Following Jesus, fishing for men and leaving everything. 
 

b.  Luke 9:57-62.  No looking back. 
 
5.  John 13:34,35  Following Jesus includes following his example of loving people. 
 
6.  Mark 10:17-31.  The cost and the reward of following Jesus and making him  
         Lord. 
 
Closing Question:  What will be the cost for you personally to make Jesus the Lord of 
your life? 


