Hebrews 8   The Main Point…
Hebrews 8:1-2   The main point is this…
A better high priest

Better tabernacle

Better covenant.

Jesus serves in the true tabernacle, not the copy.  He serves in the heavenly one—the one where God is.    (no wonder he concludes with Heb 8:13)
8:1 a priest who sits at the right hand of the throne. Aaronic priests were (mere) servants, and so never sat in the tabernacle.  There are no chairs in the tabernacle.  But king Jesus sits in the real tabernacle.

8:3  What does a priest bring?  Gifts and sacrifices.   Jesus also brought gifts and sacrifices.  

Hebrews 8:5   They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven.   (aside: Coll 2:17 a shadow… the reality, however…)

Hupodeigma   sketch-plan, diorama  (illustration: scale model of Jerusalem)
Skia  shadow, reflection, silhouette

Heb 10:1  The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves.
Being religious is a shadow.   Being a disciple of Jesus is the reality.
Why focus on the shadow when the reality is in the room!
Why gaze at a little plastic scale model when you can see the real thing!
· We have already seen that the Aaronic priesthood was a foreshadow of Jesus’ priesthood.

· The First Covenant was a foreshadow of the New Covenant (ch 8).

· The Jewish Tabernacle was a foreshadow of the Heavenly Tabernacle (Hebrews 9:1-11).

· Old Covenant sacrifices were a foreshadow of New Covenant sacrifice:  The blood of Jesus. (Hebrews 9:12-10:18)

The point:

Everything under the Law of Moses was just a preparation for something much greater, of which the Law, priesthood, tabernacle and so forth were just an anticipation, a suggestion, a physical prophecy.

8:5  Notice:  “Do everything according to the pattern shown you.”  Why?  Because it all is a pattern of the reality.   (See Ezekiel 40-46 esp 43:10-11)
Illustration:  Better Homes and Gardens

Women struggle with feeling they will never meet expectations.

Consider the perfection of God and humble yourself.

8:6-13   The New Covenant in Jesus is far superior to the Old Covenant. (quoting Jeremiah 31:31-34 and see parallel passage in Ezekiel 36:26f)
A new covenant diatheke  could be translated as a will. It is a binding agreement between  two parties which comes from only one of the parties.Only one person is responsible.  Only one author.
In Greek this is a very specialized word.  The normal Greek word for a covenant/contract was suntheke  which is an agreement or contract between equals.

Vs. 6  A new mediator    mesites   go-between, peace-maker, mediator, reconciler 
8:7  He returns to the argument in 7:12 that there was a need for a better covenant by quoting Jeremiah.

8:8  This covenant is new.  Two Greek words for new.  neos and kainos.

Neos = new as in a new example of the same thing.  He bought a new car.  It is a new soccer season.

Kainos = new in nature.  A brand new kind of thing.  Revolutionary, unprecedented.

Obviously, 8:8 uses this sense of the word.
How is the New Covenant superior?

1. It is based on better promises. v. 6
2. It is based on the righteousness of Jesus rather than on our own righteousness (which is dubious anyway). v.9  “they did not remain faithful”
3. We serve God because we want to, not out of obligation. v. 10  “on their hearts”    (Col 2:14 indebtedness canceled Gal 5:1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Ezek 11:19-20 I will remove their heart of stone ad give them a heart of flesh.)
4. It is a personal, intimate relationship—not one mediated by another human. v. 10-11
5. There is real and lasting forgiveness. v. 12
Foreshadows in the Old Covenant:

	Old Covenant foreshadow
	New Covenant reality

	Obedience to physically defined laws
	Equivalent spiritual principles

	Physical blessings promised (Deut 30)
	Spiritual blessings promised (Mark 10

	Ceremonial uncleanness keeps one from the presence of God
	Sin keeps one unclean and separated from God.

	Sacrifice bridges the gap between effort and perfection.
	Sacrifice bridges the gap between effort and perfection.

	Sealed with the blood of bulls, goats and a red heifer
	Sealed with the blood of Jesus

	Mediated by a high priest.
	Mediated by The High Priest: Jesus

	Tithing
	Sacrifice

	Sabbath
	Heaven

	Festivals
	Joy in Christ


Given the facts, one would think that no sane person would rely on the Old Covenant, but the Hebrews were tempted in exactly that way.  Q: How might we be tempted the same way?
v. 13.  The “new” covenant is now here, making the old one obsolete.  It is fading, and will soon disappear.

“Old and fading”:  AD 30  The veil was rent in two from top to bottom.  Almost certainly the presence of God left the temple at that time.

“Will soon disappear” This happened in AD 70     Titus  AD 70  (The Jewish Wars by Josephus)

Hebrews 9:1-11        The Heavenly Tabernacle is vastly superior to the Earthly Tabernacle.                         

Q:  What was the purpose of the Tabernacle?    Exodus 25:8    “that I may dwell in their midst.”

Rules for the tabernacle are found in Exodus 25-31 and 35-40.  A lot of material!

God “tabernacle” with his people (John 1:14)  Jesus tabernacle (made his dwelling) with us.
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A few comments:

1. Table on North is gold plated acacia with 12 loaves, replaced every Sabbath.  It included plates, spoons, bowls.

2. Menorah in South of pure gold, with seven bowls.

3. Altar of incense:  Some have argued from what the Hebrew writer said (Hebrews 9:4) that it was behind the curtain, but this is almost certainly not true.   Perhaps, because it actually touched the curtain and because the High Priest put incense inside the curtain, right behind it…

Coming before God:

The Jews could only come to the gate

The Levites could come into the courtyard

The Priests could come into the Holy Place

The High Priest came into the Holy of Holies, one day a year for a few minutes.  (with a rope tied around their ankle!!!)

All of this emphasized their separation and distance from God.

Hebrews 10:19   Through Christ, we enter the heavenly Holy of Holies (presence of God) with boldness.

We humans tend to focus on the beautiful, gold-covered, tabernacle, and fail to recognize how much better the heavenly tabernacle which we enter every day is when compared to that.  Let that not happen to us (the modern equivalent)  Do not get caught up in the trappings.  Religion is about access to God.

The problem in the Old Covenant:

The High Priest could only mediate for a few minutes per year, and even that only after offering a sacrifice for his own sin.

9:7  Notice, the sacrifices were only for sins committed “in ignorance.”  There never was sacrifice in any of the Jewish system for willful sin (Hebrews 10:26)   Unfortunately, this is not the only kind of sin we commit.

9:8  The HS was teaching us to expect a new and better covenant/sacrifice.  There was no way for the rest of us to come before God as long as God was in the H of H’s  on earth (rather than the one in heaven)

9:9,10  This was just physical stuff.  It was not reality.  It was just an “illustration”—a parabole—a symbolic representation of the reality.  In reality it did absolutely nothing.  If it did anything, it was only through the blood of Jesus.  
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The tabernacle itself God dwelling with his

people

John 14:1-3, John 1:14J. Rev

1:13

The bronze altar of

sacrifice

The sacrifice of Jesus for

sins

The basin/laver Baptism

The show bread The bread of life, Jesus

Christ

The lampstand The Holy Spirit Zechariah 4:1-6

The altar of incense The prayers of the saints Revelation 5:8

The blue, purple and

scarlet yarn

The heavens, the kingship

of God, the blood of Jesus

The curtain Separation from God Matthew 27:51

The ark of the covenant The presence of God

The Mercy Seat The grace of God

The Cherubim

Hebrews 9:14

Titus 3:5

John 6:48-51

Psalm 132:7,8

The angels in heaven Ezekiel 10:15-22


The curtain has been called “a physical parable of the present crisis.”

v. 9 Their consciences were still not clear.  They still felt guilty.  Why?  Because they were still guilty!  They were only ceremonially clean.

v. 10 These things are merely “a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial washings—external regulations.

9:11  The key verse in this little section.   

But…..  There is one of those wonderful “buts” again.  (not in the old NIV)

When Christ came…. he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle.

Let us follow Jesus into the Tabernacle!    
